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President’s Message

Finding the Right Home

As I’m writing this, we still have 3 puppies from our 7-puppy litter that was born last September. We have been very fortunate to find
homes for 4 of the puppies. It seems that the economic downturn has also affected the puppy market. We’re still getting phone calls
and email inquiries about the puppies, but it’s just not working out for the 2 male puppies we have left. I have been talking to a lady
down in NC who lives south of Charlotte, and at first, she seemed to be the perfect home for Gus. However, the more I talked to her,
and corresponded with her, I was getting this “bad feeling”. We’ve been breeding dogs long enough that when I get one of my “bad
feelings” it is time for us to back out of the picture. I was afraid that it wouldn’t work out for Gus, and he would end up being
returned. Then, we would have a puppy 7 hours from us that we would have to go pick up, or meet the lady to get him back. We’ve
always been lucky and been able to find homes for our puppies. Some of the puppies we’ve had for a long time before the right home
came along, and this may end up being what happens with these 2 puppies. If the right homes don’t come along for Gus and Kip,
then, they will have a home with us, and we just won’t breed for a while.

Jerry judged at the Catoctin Kennel Club Match on Sunday so the puppies and I went with Jerry to the match. I thought this would be
the perfect opportunity to socialize the puppies. I set up their ex-pen behind our vehicle, and the pups were enjoying watching people
walk by with various breeds of dogs. Then, I took them inside for socialization. At first, they didn’t know what to think about all the
noises and all the people and their dogs, but since nothing grabbed them or the ceiling didn’t fall on their heads, they had a good



experience at their first match. It was a very nice day for a match, and everyone seemed happy to get out with their dogs on such a
nice day.

Congratulations to Ellen Rivers on being elected Corresponding Secretary by our board and officers. I look forward to working with
Ellen, and I know that she will do a wonderful job for the club. The 4 names that the board submitted for corresponding secretary are
all good workers, and any of the 4 would have done an excellent job as corresponding secretary. Thank you again to Noreen for being
corresponding secretary. Noreen will be missed at the board meetings as she was always good to attend the meetings and always had
good input and ideas.

Right now, I’m counting the days until spring. It has been very cold, and on these cold days, Jerry and I have to make sure that all of
our animals have fresh drinking water so it has been more work for us. That is one of the responsibilities of owning animals is to
properly care for them.

The February Board meeting will be at Anne Legge’s home on Tuesday, February 17, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. I’m currently working on
dates for all of our membership meetings for 2009, and when I have those dates, they will be posted on the web site and put in the
newsletter. Even though the ground hog did see his shadow earlier this week, we all need to think spring, as it will eventually come.

Sharon Howse

Announcements

Please join us to discover what you may do to wage in an important battle by becoming an informed dog owner!
Feel free to cross post this message to encourage others to attend.
If you will be able to attend, please RSVP to this message to mbliki@aol.com so that we will know how to plan. Thank you and we
look forward to having you join us. We will resend another reminder as the
date draws closer. Damara Bolte

THE FEBRUARY ODKC GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING will be TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2009
SPECIAL PROGRAM ON DOG LEGISLATION
TIME: 8:00PM
PLACE: LAKEVALE COMMUNITY CENTER
Directions to Lake Vale Community Center
2554 Oak Valley Dr., Vienna, Va. 22181
From VA-267 Toll Road. Take the VA-674/HUNTER MILL RD exit- EXIT 14. Go
South onto VA-674/HUNTER MILL RD. Turn LEFT onto VALE RD/VA-672. Turn
RIGHT onto OAK VALLEY DR. Right into 2554 Oak Valley Dr, Vienna,VA
22181-4058. A Tennis Court & Parking Lot are before the Building.

http://www.freewebs.com/rcfbenefit2009/theseminar.htm

Dr. Ronald D. Schultz will be presenting:
"What Every Dog Owner Should Know About Canine Vaccines and Vaccination Programs"

Dr. W. Jean Dodds will be presenting:
“Clinical Approaches to Managing and Treating Adverse Vaccine Reactions”

When: March 14, 2009

Where: Trayes Hall, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ
Directions to Trayes Hall

Time: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Cost: $100/person (before Dec. 31); $115/person (after Dec. 31)
Note: All funds collected through registration fees, less Benefit expenses of approximately $25/person, will be added to the donations
sent to the Rabies Challenge Fund Charitable Trust.



Continuing Education Credits: The 2009 NE Rabies Challenge Fund Seminar & Benefit has been approved for 6 Continuing
Education (CE) Credits by the NJ Veterinary Medical Association (NJVMA). Certificates will be provided at participant's request.

*Registration closes March 1, 2009*

For more information on the seminar, please visit the website http://www.freewebs.com/rcfbenefit2009/theseminar.htm or e-mail
event organizer, Judy Schor at pupster28@comcast.net .

*********************

The George Alston Seminar is booked for September 12 & 13, 2009. There will be room for Beginners, Advanced, and Observers.
For more information, contact Anne Legge, (540) 667-2937, annelegge@comcast.net.

SEE THE ATTACHED FLYER FOR THE CLINIC.

*************************

The new Members Only section of the website is now functioning--very barebones--but at least it is now available. If someone can
forward the minutes from past meetings, I will post those.

Our domain name of shawneekennelclub.com is still not fixed but the alternate works fine--so set your bookmarks at
http://shawneekennelclub.net

When you open the front page, go to the Links and scroll down to Members Only. After you click on the link, you will be asked for a
login and password.

Login username: Shawnee
Password: 2008puppy

If you need to contact me about the website, use this address:
mlvc@earthlink.net
Mary Lou Crouch

Of Interest to All

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)

Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) is the treatment required to save an animal (or human) life when he or she has suffered
respiratory and/or cardiac arrest. CPR consists of two parts:

Rescue breathing and chest compressions.

These two techniques combine to keep the lungs supplied with oxygen and keep blood circulating, carrying oxygen to the other parts
of the body.

Basic CPR is CPR performed by trained bystanders at the scene of the arrest.

Advanced CPR is CPR performed by trained teams of professionals.

Basic CPR is the most important, and will be described in this section.

All tissues require a steady source of oxygen. If the source is interrupted for only a few minutes, irreversible damage may be done. If
an arrest occurs, basic CPR must be initiated at the scene.

Basic CPR: Rescue Breathing



Make Certain the Animal is Actually Arrested and Unconscious
Talk to the animal first. Gently touch and attempt to awaken the pet. You could be seriously injured should you attempt to perform
CPR on a pet who was only sleeping heavily and was startled awake.

Ensure an Open Airway
Extend the head and neck and pull the tongue forward.

Look in the mouth and remove any saliva or vomitus. If it is too dark to see into the mouth, sweep
your finger deep into the mouth and even into the throat to remove any vomitus or foreign body. Be
aware of a hard, smooth, bone-like structure deep in the throat. This is likely to be the hyoid
apparatus (Adam's apple). Serious injury could result if you pull on the hyoid apparatus.

Observe for Effective Breathing
Sometimes an animal will begin to breathe spontaneously when the head is put in the position
discussed above (head and neck extended, tongue pulled forward). Watch for the rise and fall of the
chest while listening closely for sounds of breathing. If no breathing is evident in 10 seconds, begin
rescue breathing.

Begin Rescue Breathing
Rescue breathing is performed by covering the animal's nose with your mouth and forcefully blowing your breath into his lungs. In
cats and small dogs, you must hold the corners of the mouth tightly closed while you force the
air in.

In larger dogs, the tongue should be pulled forward and the mouth and lips held shut using both
hands cupped around the muzzle. Force the air into the lungs until you see the chest expand.
Take your mouth away when the chest has fully expended. The lungs will deflate on their own.
Air should be forced into the animal's lungs until you see the chest expand.

Give 3 to 5 Full Breaths
After several breaths are given, stop for a few seconds to recheck for breathing and heart
function. If the pet is still not breathing, continue rescue breathing 20-25 times per minute in
cats or small dogs, or 12-20 times per minute in medium or large dogs. Push down on the stomach area every few seconds to help
expel the air that may have blown into the stomach. If the stomach is allowed to distend with air, the pressure will make the rescue
breathing efforts less effective.

If Breathing is Shallow or Non-existent
and the animal is still unconscious, continue rescue breathing 10 to 15 times per minute and transport the animal to the nearest
veterinary facility.

Basic CPR: Chest Compressions

After Giving 3 to 5 Breaths, Check for a Pulse
If no pulse is detectable, begin chest compressions.

In Small Dogs or Cats
Squeeze the chest using one or both hands around the chest. Depress the rib cage circumferentially. Do this 100 to 150 times per
minute.

In Large Dogs
Compress the chest wall with one or two hands, depending on the size of the dog (and the size of the rescuer). If the dog is on her side,



place the hand(s) on the side of the chest wall where it is widest. If the dog is on her back, place the hand(s) on the sternum
(breastbone). Depress the rib cage or sternum 1.5 to 4 inches, depending on the dog's size. Do this 80 to 120 times per minute.

Coordinate Rescue Breathing and Chest Compressions
Give breaths during the compressions, if possible. If it is not possible to give breaths during the compressions, give two breaths after
every 12 compressions.

When Two or More Rescuers are Working Together
Rescue breathing should be given during every second or third heart compression.

Continue CPR Until

 You become exhausted and can't continue.
 You get the animal transported to a veterinary facility and professionals can take over. The pulse is palpable or heartbeats are

felt and they are strong and regular. In the vast majority of cases, artificial ventilations will continue to be required for a
period of time, even though heart function has returned. This is due to nervous system depression secondary to the arrest.

All resuscitated animals should be transported to a veterinary facility for further examination and care!

Secondary Survey
The secondary survey is performed once resuscitation measures have been successfully performed or when it is decided that
resuscitation measures are not required. In some circumstances (because of ongoing resuscitation), the secondary survey is never
completed and the animal is transported directly to the veterinarian or emergency hospital during resuscitation.

A general examination (from the tip of the nose to the end of the tail) should be performed. Determine and record:

 pulse rate and character
 respiratory rate and character
 mucous membrane color
 capillary refill time
 rectal temperature.

Examine the eyes, ears, nose, neck, mouth (if possible), chest, abdomen, back, pelvis, legs, and tail. First aid treatment should be

performed as necessary during transport to the veterinarian. __

****************************

Babies Know: A Little Dirt Is Good for You

By JANE E. BRODY
Published: January 26, 2009

Ask mothers why babies are constantly picking things up from the floor or ground and putting them in their mouths, and chances are
they’ll say that it’s instinctive — that that’s how babies explore the world. But why the mouth, when sight, hearing, touch and even
scent are far better at identifying things?

When my young sons were exploring the streets of Brooklyn, I couldn’t help but wonder how good crushed rock or dried dog
droppings could taste when delicious mashed potatoes were routinely rejected.



Since all instinctive behaviors have an evolutionary advantage or they would not have been retained for millions of years, chances are
that this one too has helped us survive as a species. And, indeed, accumulating evidence strongly suggests that eating dirt is good for
you.

In studies of what is called the hygiene hypothesis, researchers are concluding that organisms like the millions of bacteria, viruses and
especially worms that enter the body along with “dirt” spur the development of a healthy immune system. Several continuing studies
suggest that worms may help to redirect an immune system that has gone awry and resulted in autoimmune disorders, allergies and
asthma.

These studies, along with epidemiological observations, seem to explain why immune system disorders like multiple sclerosis, Type 1
diabetes, inflammatory bowel disease, asthma and allergies have risen significantly in the United States and other developed countries.

Training the Immune System

“What a child is doing when he puts things in his mouth is allowing his immune response to explore his environment,” Mary Ruebush,
a microbiology and immunology instructor, wrote in her new book, “Why Dirt Is Good” (Kaplan). “Not only does this allow for
‘practice’ of immune responses, which will be necessary for protection, but it also plays a critical role in teaching the immature
immune response what is best ignored.”

One leading researcher, Dr. Joel V. Weinstock, the director of gastroenterology and hepatology at Tufts Medical Center in Boston,
said in an interview that the immune system at birth “is like an unprogrammed computer. It needs instruction.”

He said that public health measures like cleaning up contaminated water and food have saved the lives of countless children, but they
“also eliminated exposure to many organisms that are probably good for us.”

“Children raised in an ultraclean environment,” he added, “are not being exposed to organisms that help them develop appropriate
immune regulatory circuits.”

Studies he has conducted with Dr. David Elliott, a gastroenterologist and immunologist at the University of Iowa, indicate that
intestinal worms, which have been all but eliminated in developed countries, are “likely to be the biggest player” in regulating the
immune system to respond appropriately, Dr. Elliott said in an interview. He added that bacterial and viral infections seem to
influence the immune system in the same way, but not as forcefully.

Most worms are harmless, especially in well-nourished people, Dr. Weinstock said.

“There are very few diseases that people get from worms,” he said. “Humans have adapted to the presence of most of them.”

Worms for Health

In studies in mice, Dr. Weinstock and Dr. Elliott have used worms to both prevent and reverse autoimmune disease. Dr. Elliott said
that in Argentina, researchers found that patients with multiple sclerosis who were infected with the human whipworm had milder
cases and fewer flare-ups of their disease over a period of four and a half years. At the University of Wisconsin, Madison, Dr. John
Fleming, a neurologist, is testing whether the pig whipworm can temper the effects of multiple sclerosis.

In Gambia, the eradication of worms in some villages led to children’s having increased skin reactions to allergens, Dr. Elliott said.
And pig whipworms, which reside only briefly in the human intestinal tract, have had “good effects” in treating the inflammatory
bowel diseases, Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis, he said.

How may worms affect the immune system? Dr. Elliott explained that immune regulation is now known to be more complex than
scientists thought when the hygiene hypothesis was first introduced by a British epidemiologist, David P. Strachan, in 1989. Dr.
Strachan noted an association between large family size and reduced rates of asthma and allergies. Immunologists now recognize a
four-point response system of helper T cells: Th 1, Th 2, Th 17 and regulatory T cells. Th 1 inhibits Th 2 and Th 17; Th 2 inhibits Th 1
and Th 17; and regulatory T cells inhibit all three, Dr. Elliott said.

“A lot of inflammatory diseases — multiple sclerosis, Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis and asthma — are due to the activity of Th
17,” he explained. “If you infect mice with worms, Th 17 drops dramatically, and the activity of regulatory T cells is augmented.”



In answer to the question, “Are we too clean?” Dr. Elliott said: “Dirtiness comes with a price. But cleanliness comes with a price, too.
We’re not proposing a return to the germ-filled environment of the 1850s. But if we properly understand how organisms in the
environment protect us, maybe we can give a vaccine or mimic their effects with some innocuous stimulus.”

Wash in Moderation

Dr. Ruebush, the “Why Dirt Is Good” author, does not suggest a return to filth, either. But she correctly points out that bacteria are
everywhere: on us, in us and all around us. Most of these micro-organisms cause no problem, and many, like the ones that normally
live in the digestive tract and produce life-sustaining nutrients, are essential to good health.

“The typical human probably harbors some 90 trillion microbes,” she wrote. “The very fact that you have so many microbes of so
many different kinds is what keeps you healthy most of the time.”

Dr. Ruebush deplores the current fetish for the hundreds of antibacterial products that convey a false sense of security and may
actually foster the development of antibiotic-resistant, disease-causing bacteria. Plain soap and water are all that are needed to become
clean, she noted.

“I certainly recommend washing your hands after using the bathroom, before eating, after changing a diaper, before and after handling
food,” and whenever they’re visibly soiled, she wrote. When no running water is available and cleaning hands is essential, she
suggests an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

Dr. Weinstock goes even further. “Children should be allowed to go barefoot in the dirt, play in the dirt, and not have to wash their
hands when they come in to eat,” he said. He and Dr. Elliott pointed out that children who grow up on farms and are frequently
exposed to worms and other organisms from farm animals are much less likely to develop allergies and autoimmune diseases.

Also helpful, he said, is to “let kids have two dogs and a cat,” which will expose them to intestinal worms that can promote a healthy

immune system.

************************************

Thank you Libbye Miller DVM for stating:

"Adorable mixed breeds" get cancer, epilepsy, allergies, heart disease, and orthopedic problems just like purebreds. I see it
every day in my veterinary practice but mixed breed dogs aren't tracked like the purebreds so they have a reputation as
"healthier" that is actually undeserved in many cases."

It is so sad that a lot of folks, including young veterinarians these days, buy into the "hybrid vigor" baloney. The vet schools
have been infiltrated by the Animal Rights Extremists, who are teaching them this junk science in order to push their agenda.

All animals have a certain amount of genetic load, which is to say there is absolutely no animal without some genetic problem
of some sort of another. Know anyone who wears glasses? Has allergies? Thyroid problems? Weak knees? Flat feet? A skin
condition? Arthritis? A gap between their front teeth? These are all genetic imperfections.

No human is genetically "clean." Neither is any individual of any species on earth. So this idea that dogs should not be bred
because they might have a genetic problem, and that breeders are somehow "evil" for breeding them, is ridiculous. Every single
individual of every single species has at least a few genetic conditions.

To use PeTA's logic, all breeding of all kinds (including having human babies) should halt immediately. And to be honest,
Ingrid Newkirk (the woman who founded PeTA) does believe exactly that. She thinks that humans should become extinct,
along with dogs, cats, etc. This ridiculous scenario is precisely what she would like to see happen.

So folks, if that is what you want...if you agree with Ingrid Newkirk's whacky views, send your hard earned money to PeTA.
They will help to ensure you are not able to own a dog or cat or hamster or any other pet in the future. They will see to it that
you can't eat meat or fish or eggs or any type of animal-based nutrition. They will work to shut down places like Sea World, the
zoos, etc. so you cannot observe the many wonderful animals on the Earth. Eventually, once they accomplish these things, they



may turn their efforts to making it illegal for humans to procreate. If you don't agree with their extremist views, wise up and
start supporting those who truly do love, care for and enjoy interaction with other species here on our little blue planet.

The fanciers of the breeds, those you see exhibiting their dogs at Westminster and other dog shows, work very hard to eliminate
serious genetic conditions. They screen their breeding stock with every available test. They research pedigrees before breeding
into other lines, to check for similar clearances in those animals. They contribute money to research organizations to further the
work being done to track down genetic problems. They contribute blood, cell samples, etc. from their own animals to help with
DNA and genome studies. They have made great progress so far, and they continue to work hard at it.

Are there unethical breeders? Certainly, there are. Just as in any group of humans, you will find the good and the bad. United
States VP Elect Joe Biden, for example, managed to find a not so good one when he got his new German Shepherd puppy. I
don't know who did his research for him, but they obviously didn't do their homework if they were looking for a responsible
breeder. Joe has the right to get his dog from whomever he wishes, but if he was trying to set an example of purchasing from a
responsible hobby breeder he went off the track this time. That's too bad, but it was his choice.

Unfortunately, breeders like that may be a lot easier to find because of their high volume and high profile. If you are looking for
a nice family pet from a breeder who will be there for you forever, you need to do due diligence. You won't get that from a pet
store. You won't get that from the guy selling dogs out of his pickup truck in the WalMart parking lot. You won't get that
support from a high-volume breeder, either. Yes, it takes a little more time and effort to find someone who really cares and does
all the work to breed the healthiest, happiest puppies possible and then stands behind those puppies.

This is a living being that will be part of your family, hopefully, for many years. Isn't it worth a bit of effort to find a breeder
who will be there for you and that puppy forever?

And guess what? Shows like Westminster are a very valuable resource for finding breeders who do care and who use the best
possible practices, as well as for learning more about the various breeds.

Bravo to USA Network for broadcasting the Westminster Kennel Club show all these years. May they enjoy continued success
through the ongoing inclusion of such programs. I will be eagerly watching this year's show!"

***********************

Valentine's Day can be as much fun for pets as it is for humans if dangerous foods, flora and other items are
kept out of paws' reach. Each year our poison control experts see a rise in cases around February 14, many
involving chocolate and lilies, a flower that's potentially fatal to cats. So please heed our experts' advice—don't
leave the goodies lying around on Lover's Day.

Pet-Safe Bouquets

Many pet owners are still unaware that all species of lily are potentially fatal to cats. When sending a floral
arrangement, specify that it contain no lilies if the recipient has a cat—and when receiving an arrangement, sift
through and remove all dangerous flora. If your pet is suffering from symptoms such as stomach upset, vomiting or
diarrhea, he may have ingested an offending flower or plant. Use our online toxic and nontoxic plant libraries as
visual guides of what and what not should be in your bouquets.

Forbidden Chocolate

Seasoned pet lovers know the potentially life-threatening dangers of chocolate, including baker's, semi sweet,
milk and dark. In darker chocolates, methylxanthines—caffeine-like stimulants that affect gastrointestinal,
neurologic and cardiac function—can cause vomiting/diarrhea, hyperactivity, seizures and an abnormally
elevated heart rate. The high-fat content in lighter chocolates can potentially lead to a life-threatening
inflammation of the pancreas. Go ahead and indulge, but don't leave chocolate out for chowhounds to find.

Careful with Cocktails

Spilled wine, half a glass of champagne, some leftover liquor are nothing to cry over until a curious pet laps
them up. Because animals are smaller than humans, a little bit of alcohol can do a lot of harm, causing vomiting,
diarrhea, lack of coordination, central nervous system depression, tremors, difficulty breathing, metabolic
disturbances and even coma. Potentially fatal respiratory failure can also occur if a large enough amount is



ingested.

Life Is Sweet

So don't let pets near treats sweetened with xylitol. If ingested, gum, candy and other treats that include this
sweetener can result in a sudden drop in blood sugar known as hypoglycemia. This can cause your pet to suffer
depression, loss of coordination and seizures.

Every Rose Has Its Thorn

Don't let pets near roses or other thorny stemmed flowers. Biting, stepping on or swallowing their sharp, woody
spines can cause serious infection if a puncture occurs. "It's all too easy for pets to step on thorns that fall to the
ground as a flower arrangement is being created," says Dr. Louise Murray, Director of Medicine for the
ASPCA's Bergh Memorial Animal Hospital. De-thorn your roses far away from pets.

Playing with Fire

It's nice to set your evening a-glow with candlelight, but put out the fire when you leave the room. Pawing
kittens and nosy pooches can burn themselves or cause a fire by knocking over unattended candles.

Wrap it Up

Gather up tape, ribbons, bows, wrapping paper, cellophane and balloons after presents have been opened—if
swallowed, these long, stringy and "fun-to-chew" items can get lodged in your pet's throat or digestive tract,
causing her to choke or vomit.

******************************

http://www.thedogplace.org/Articles/Breeder/0901-Preferred-Type_Gammill.htm

PREFERRED BREED TYPE

Why The Stand-Out Best Dog Can Be A Loser

- E. K. (Katie) Gammill

The Best of the Best or one that looks like the rest? Let’s be honest. Something called “preferred type” is
flooding the rings today and in many breeds, it has little to do with the Breed Standard. When “current type”
does not equal correctness, the best dog can lose because in many rings, the fatal flaw is being a stand-out.

“The best dog you’ll
ever breed may be the
hardest dog you ever
finish!”

A dog show friend, absent from the sport for several years, attended some local shows with me. Welcoming the opportunity to
view dogs in general after her sabbatical, she became visually distressed. Her despair increased when a “less than average” class
dog received BOB. The waning quality in her beautiful breed breaks her heart. She stated it would be wasted effort to show a
dog correct to the standard today, as some judges feel compelled to award dogs conforming to the majority of the entries.

Observing other breeds, she remarks on the lack of neck, restricted front movement and the lack of rear follow through; we
discuss “gay tails” and breed type variances. We watch faulty movement and see coats dragging the ground. Weak pasterns and
sickle hocks complete the picture. She wonders what causes this to happen to functional dogs in such a short time. It seems the
correct dogs have fallen victim to what one may refer to as the “Perfection of Mediocrity”.

Today, many breeders and owners turn to performance, choosing not to participate in a “crap shoot” where such variety in type
confuses both judges and ringside. I make this statement at the expense of being tarred and feathered but increasingly, the best
dog you’ll ever breed may be the hardest dog you will ever finish. It will be the “odd man out” and look different from the
majority of dogs represented in the ring. Why? Some judges, insecure in a breed and therefore lacking courage, choose to walk



“different” dogs rather than stick their neck out. Understandable, but should those lacking confidence be passing judgment on
another’s dog?

My old mentor said, “The pendulum of type swings to and
fro, but those remaining true to the standard triumph in the
end.” Those dedicated breeders have the knowledge to
restore a breed to its initial form once it hits bottom.

Should a judge reward a dog to suggest it could possibly
assist in correcting breed faults? NO! It is a breeder’s
responsibility to incorporate such animals into their
programs, regardless of success in the show ring. Judges are
to judge to the written standard to the best of their ability,
fairly and efficiently. They avoid awarding “drags of a
breed” when possible but judges have little insight into the
Pandora’s Box of breeding.

A respected dog person of long standing approached me
with this statement while at a seminar. “A judge CAN NOT
GO WRONG by putting up winners conforming to the
majority of the type of dogs in the ring on a given day.” My response was “Surely not!” Well, I believe it now! After observing
an all breed judge from ringside, I watched two outstanding individuals “walk” because they looked different from the rest of the
short neck, sickle hock, smaller than average dogs lacking side gait that toddled around the ring like fuzzy little caricatures of the
breed.

This strange “look alike” perspective takes over in many breed rings and not just among judges. Asking a breeder what their
standard said about head planes, the response was: “What are parallel planes?” We discussed the occipital bone, short and
medium muzzles, balanced heads, etc. Reading a standard and applying it can be two different things.

Judges should have the ability to articulate why one dog wins over another. So is that why they make terminology common
among standards - to make it easier for judges? If anyone can describe a bulldog and an afghan using the same language, please
step forward. Removing the “point system” from the old standards has had a negative affect. In a final decision between two
comparable individuals, one has an idea where to hang their hat regarding prioritizing.

Should we just BREED TO
WIN or should we BREED TO
THE STANDARD and expect
judges to judge to the Standard?

It is a "Judas Kiss" to any breed when a judge puts up a dog simply because it looks like the majority in the ring. It encourages
people to breed to “winners” rather than to a breed standard. In judge’s education, they address soundness but type takes priority.
Educators assume that new applicants understand structure and corresponding movement. Type without soundness is as
detrimental to a breed as soundness without type. A bad front and bad rear working in sequence produces “balance”. Do two
wrongs make a right? The goal is “a balance between type and soundness”. A breed must be able to walk to the water bowl
without falling over its own feet!

This brings us to the next question. Are not judges “protectors of the breed standards?” Judges education is NOT at fault.
Perhaps the problem is what some judging applicants do NOT bring to the table! It is a privilege to pass judgment on a breed but
one has the responsibility of understanding “Basic Dog 101”. The AKC’s required anatomy test neither assures someone’s
knowledge nor is it any guarantee a judge has the ability to analyze structure and movement.

Some breeder judges today send dogs with a handler giving little thought as to their quality or future effect on a breed. Shouldn’t
breeder judges be especially careful to send correct dogs for public observation? Breeders have a responsibility to put out “the
best of the best” rather than a dog that wins simply because it “looks like the rest.” By so doing, they are sending false signals to
both ringside and new judges.

When judges say, “This must be what the breeders want as the ring is flooded with this type” it is detrimental to any breed. It IS
NOT about “what breeders want.” Breeders and judges have a responsibility to breed and judge to standard.

Should handlers show dogs for clients when they KNOW the dog or bitch is not a good representative of the breed? Breeders
and exhibitors have a responsibility to promote only dogs that DO represent their breed standard and to sell as pets those who do
not! A good handler should make every effort to finish a dog but they too are responsible and should be more selective regarding



client dogs. Handlers who read the standard and who have the courage to turn down an inferior dog are to be admired.

Advertisement does not always mean a dog represents “breed excellence”. Handlers do not always present “good dogs”.
Advertising carries some influence and if a judge selects winners on advertising alone, they do a disservice to the breed and it
reflects on their ability as a judge.

“Priority judging” can be detrimental to breeds as Judges become caught up in selecting for individual virtues be it eye, ear set,
feet, or coat color. That is why some specialty judges “put up pieces” rather than the whole package. Virtues are important, but a
dog should “fill the eye”. A single virtue cannot take precedence over a plethora of faults! Priority judging explains why many
judges take so long to judge a class.

Dismayed exhibitors approach me with serious concerns regarding the direction of our sport. Time and effort is required to
understand what makes a breed “breed specific”, and what constitutes “breed excellence”. There is no short cut. Everyone is
entitled to his/her opinion. However, it should be a knowledgeable opinion. Personal preference only enters in when two dogs
are equal according to the breed standard.

Another issue is “spot entering”. Granted, today people enter under specific judges where they feel there is a chance of winning.
However, why on a four-day weekend, do we see one point on Thursday, a major on Friday, one point on Saturday, and a major
on Sunday? Should not one support the person who supports them by entering all four days? If there is a major, don’t break it by
not attending. Don’t bump up a bitch or dog to BOB without first asking the other exhibitors their preference. Many people drive
miles only to find someone failed to show up ringside or” bumped up” a new champion and broke the major. This co-operation
is something we used to be able to count on. Today it is “iffy” at best. This is “sportsmanship”!

Watch dogs go around the ring. Some are structurally inefficient. Some shoulders do not open up, the dog reaches from the
elbow. Ask yourself why one dog out-moves another. Go analyze short coated dogs. Take this knowledge to your own breed ring
and “look beneath the coat”. Understand top lines, body shape, breed specific movement and toy/moderate/ giant. Do some study
and then some soul searching. Ringside observers and breed enthusiasts look on in dismay today, wondering where the
functional dogs of the past have gone. Sadly, some faults are so prevalent today they are viewed as “virtues”.

"Winning because of an exceptional breeding program takes the breed and breeders toward breed excellence. That
should be the goal yesterday, and today."

Requested to address this issue, I decided to take time to sit back and see the “big picture.” The “big picture” is upon us, folks,
and it is not pretty! My reason to become a judge was the challenge to select the best of the best according to a written standard.
I love dogs! I love SOUND dogs with BREED TYPE! Both virtues, believe it or not, can be present in the same animal!
Through combined efforts and a willingness to call “a spade a spade”, our breeds WILL survive. Breeding for the sake of
winning is a downhill slide. This alone assures the future of our breeds. Turning things around will take dedicated breeders and
judges, critical handler selection, and educated exhibitors. Our sport deserves nothing less than the best of our intentions.

ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS.
1. Why do breeder judges “put dogs with handlers when they know the animal does not represent breed excellence?
2. Why do handlers accept such dogs knowing once they finish, they will be “petted out”?
3. Are you kennel blind and do you breed to standard?
4. Should breeders and newcomers read the standard prior to stud and bitch selection?
5. When will more mentors open up to newcomers?
6. And lastly, are “gas money” and “filler” dogs destroying our sport?

Putting a breed back on track requires ETHICAL HANDLERS, DEDICATED BREEDERS, AN UNDERSTANDING OF
BREED STANDARDS and KNOWLEDGEABLE JUDGES WITH THE COURAGE TO MAKE RESPONSIBLE
SELECTIONS. Being a judge is not for the faint of heart. Sending the best dog to the next level and being a part of its journey to
the pinnacle of success is a thrill of a lifetime.

There is but ONE standard. “Preferred breed type” is like a flavor of the month, very fleeting! BREEDERS, JUDGES AND
EXHIBITORS HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT THEIR BREED STANDARDS. CURRENT FADS AND
PERSONAL OPINIONS ARE FLEETING AND DESTRUCTIVE.

- E. K. (Katie) Gammill

Brags



Jamie showed her Irish special bitch to the breed and then on to a Group 4 in a very competitive group that included The Pointer,
Holly, leaving only 3 placements to the mortals in the Sporting Group. She also defeated a group winner on the way to the breed.
This occurred at Annapolis KC on 1/19 under judge Dr. Dowling.

Next show - the Big W.

The Winchester Star will be here Wednesday, so watch the paper to the end of the week.

Mary C. Lamphier

Gordon Setter Holly Hollow's Earth Angel (Winnie) picked up 4 singles in the Florida circuit, two by being chosen over a bitch
special that was her only competition for 2 days out of 3 of the first week...the other 2 points were won from the only 2 days she
did have class competition the following week.
This brought her point total up to 7. She then went on to the Atlanta shows this weekend where she won two 4-point majors to
finish her! Expertly handled by Meghann Bradley / Owned & loved by Joyce Ragland.

Litterbox


